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“The workshop was invaluable…  
All students thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience.” 

– Miss C Tighe, English teacher 



Hi, I’m Adam. I’m a writer of theatre, short fiction and film. I run creative writing workshops in 
secondary schools. Over the past five years I’ve worked with hundreds of young people to improve 
their writing skills both as part of their education… and for fun! 

I’ve worked with organisations such as Harrogate Theatre, Opera North and I’m currently one of 
the writers for the fantastic national charity First Story. I’ve also worked with numerous schools in 
the Yorkshire region. 

I’m sending you this pack because I’d love to bring some creative writing workshops to your school, 
for your students.  

I hope to be able to work with you soon, 

Adam

At each session, I introduce a series of fun and engaging exercises for the students to work on. 
Mostly, these are starting points and springboards into pieces of work. In my experience, it’s the 
starting of a piece of work which is the tricky thing, particularly for young people.  

I do a lot of work on banishing the idea of writers’ block early on, allowing the young writers to 
explore their talents and abilities free from judgement, pressure and with a lot of constructive 
encouragement along the way. 

I want to get the students thinking of themselves as writers - to ‘demystify’ the idea of writing and 
make it something enjoyable and exciting. 

The writers are encouraged to share their work with one another in the session, which really 
enhances their confidence in their own writing. I’ll also ask other members of the group for their 
feedback - leading to some fantastic peer-to-peer encouragement. 

As the session moves on, the students build up a collection of short pieces of writing - excellent in 
themselves and also wonderful beginnings to work that they can continue to do outside of the 
workshop. We use the space to have fun with language and be creative with words.  

So whether to introduce pupils to the idea of writing creatively or to help creative writers to hone 
their craft, my workshops are inclusive and productive for everyone. 

Workshops can be adapted for all ages and year groups - from Year 7 to Sixth Form. 

What happens in the workshops? 

Introduction 
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I have a wide range of exercises, which cover a breadth of writing techniques and approaches. I can 
also be commissioned to tailor workshops specifically for your students, including exercises they’ll 
find most useful for upcoming exams and assessments.  

My exercises cover areas such as: 

– Writing from a stimulus (images, sentences and scenarios as a springboard into writing) 
– Writing from experience (using memories and elements of our own lives as inspiration) 
– Writing to describe (using a range of techniques to make a piece of writing come alive) 
– Using metaphor and simile (fun exercises such as ‘the furniture game’) 
– Redrafting and editing (making the final piece of work sparkle. Also, editing as we go) 
– Toolkits for writing (asking the right questions to create a piece of writing) 
– Banishing the fear of the blank page (getting rid of ‘writers’ block’) 

I also run some Ghost Story writing workshops. These are fantastic for any groups studying gothic 
fiction as part of the syllabus and also as an end of term treat in the autumn! 

What do we cover? 

My main area of interest in writing is theatre. In 2016/7 I 
embarked on a national tour with my storytelling play The 
Book of Darkness & Light. We visited 18 venues across 
more than 20 dates. It seemed to really capture people’s 
imaginations and many venues sold out weeks in advance. 
The show will tour again, to over 15 theatres, in autumn 
2017. 

My short film The Split, directed by Ed Rigg (Passenger, No 
Smoking) and starring Edward Hogg (Indian Summers, 
Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell) premiered at the 
Manchester Film Festival 2015. The film also appeared at 
several other film festivals in 2015/16, including the 
Cambridge Film Festival, Berlin’s ‘British Shorts’ festival and 
the London Short Film Festival. 

My play Conscientious toured the UK in autumn 2014, 
directed by Alex Chisholm and performed by Rachel 
Ashwanden 

In 2013, Go On My Son,  a comedy short which I co-wrote 
and co-directed (with Nick Coupe) was released. The film 
was viewed over 20,000 in its first week. 

I’m currently working on a new show called The Accidents 
with director Dick Bonham (Fringe First winner 2015).  

I’ve also written several other plays including Bad House (NSDF 2010) and Little Red (Edinburgh 
Fringe, 2008).
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A little bit about me … 



How much does it cost? 

A full day of workshops is just £375*. My recommendation is that workshops should be at least 
two hours in length - where possible - to really get the best out of the writers. I’m happy to do as 
many workshops as you like during a day.  

As an introduction to your school, I’m delighted to be able to offer two days of workshops for 
your school for just £500*. 

Where workshops are to be tailored specifically from scratch, we can discuss this and figure out a 
price which works for you and your school’s budget. 

*Plus travel expenses, usually under £20 per day. 

How do I book? 
To book your workshop simply get in touch with me using the details below: 

Phone: 07730 534318 
Email: adamzrobinson@gmail.com  

Website: www.adamzrobinson.wordpress.com 

For your info: I have an up-to-date DBS Enhanced Certificate.  
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“The workshop was invaluable as it enabled students to express their creativity in ways they had 
never previously imagined! Adam used a wealth of resources and activities to ensure that students 

were fully engaged at all times and all students thoroughly enjoyed the experience.” 

– Caroline Tighe, The Mirfield Free Grammar & Sixth Form

What have others said? 
Over the years, I’ve had some really fantastic feedback about my workshops. Below are a selection 
of comments from teachers, students and others involved in the workshops. 

“Adam has run a number of workshops for us at Trinity over the past few years. Most recently he ran 
some fabulously successful workshops for our GCSE students on improving their creative writing, 
for the writing section of their English exam. The students found these incredibly interesting and 

useful for their course and we saw an improvement in our writing results this summer.  
A huge thanks to Adam for this.” 

- Mr Nick Egan, Trinity Academy, Halifax.

“I would 100% recommend it to other students. The best thing is that you have fun whilst actually 
learning. It was a dream come true.”  

– Year 9 student, Trinity Academy, Halifax

“Adam’s workshop was both motivating and inspiring for students of various abilities. As well as 
capturing their imaginations, his exercises were a great confidence builder for students whose 

natural tendency is to suppose they’re not very good at being creative. Adam nurtured the classes 
to produce excellent pieces of writing.” 

– Laura Price, Thornhill Community Academy, Dewsbury

“The workshop made me look into different ways of thinking imaginatively when writing about a 
range of things. I feel this will really help me in writing. I really enjoyed this workshop and would take 

part in it again if I had the chance.” 

- Year 10 student, The Mirfield Free Grammar & Sixth Form

“Adam’s workshops on creative writing have inspired both staff and students. His sessions are 
inspiring and engaging for all.” 

– Hannah Dolan, Head of Drama, Ralph Thoresby High School 

“Adam found a way to engage every young person in our group to give them a fascination with 
words and their combined meanings. He made the path for writing new work clear and many were 
inspired to carry on their writing at home to continue crafting the ideas that had been unlocked.” 

– Freya Wynn-Jones, Opera North 
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